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Essential Question:

How do the values of generosity and honor shape 
individual behavior and community dynamics in 
Somali culture?



Learning Target

1. I can explain the core value of generosity in 
Somali culture and its significance in community 
relationships.

2. I can describe the characteristics of honor 
(“sharaf”) in Somali culture and its impact on 
personal and family reputation.

3. I can discuss the expectations of men and women 
in Somali culture and how they relate to concepts 
of honor and generosity.



Somali Traditions
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDsXGpTTAho

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDsXGpTTAho
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2OSaIpBcb4


Generosity in Somali Culture
○ Hospitality: Somalis take pride in being 

welcoming and accommodating to guests.
○ Time Investment: Assisting family, friends, 

and community members.

○ Charity: Helping those in need is viewed as a 
moral obligation and a source of dignity.

○ Financial Support: Sharing money with 
those in need or supporting community 
initiatives.

○ Food Sharing: Offering meals to guests and 
those less fortunate.



Community Support and Generosity
Collective Generosity: In Somali culture, 

generosity extends beyond individual acts 

to…

● Social Support

● Emotional Support

● Financial Assistance



Honor…

How do you define it?



Honor (Sharaf) in Somali Culture

Understanding Honor:a sense of pride and integrity 
that influences behavior and interactions in various 
situations.

● Cultural Significance:
Personal and Family 
Reputation: In Somali culture, 
personal honor is closely linked 
to the reputation of one's family.

Guiding Behavior: Honor 
shapes social interactions and 
decisions, emphasizing respect, 
loyalty, and responsibility.



Characteristics of Honor (Sharaf)

○ Honesty 
○ Modesty (Xishood) 
○ Personal Demeanor
○ Treatment of Others 

○ “Gob”: Individuals with high integrity, respected for their 
honorable character.

○ “Gun”: Individuals with low integrity, often viewed negatively 
within the community.



Expectations of Men in Somali Culture

● Respectful Interaction, especially 
with women.

● Protection of family members from 
danger.

● Support of women, as needed
● Family Care and commitment
● Appropriate and respectable dress
● Personal Qualities:

○ Courage
○ Honesty
○ Trustworthiness



Expectations of Women in Somali Culture

● Social Conduct:
○ Limit public interaction with men.
○ Avoid loud laughter and eating in 

public.
● Dress Code: Adhere to Islamic 

female dress standards of modesty.
● Personal Qualities: resilience, 

respect, kinship, generosity, 
entrepreneurialism 



Woman Modesty (“Xishood”)

Women are required to show modesty (xishood) and not bring shame 
to their family by immodest or immoral behaviour. The ideal woman is 
expected to be reserved, polite, and humble.



Somali Dress Codes 


